tri 


Driffield  Rural  District  Council 


Medical  Officer’s 


Annual 


for  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Driffield 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  now  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1919. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  war  conditions  throughout  the  five 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  usual  Memorandum,  as  to  the 
compilation  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
was  last  issued  from  the  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  maintain  the  various  services,  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  and  the  other 
Statutes  and  Regulations,  through  which  the  prevention  of  disease, 
the  diminution  of  sickness,  and  the  general  physical  welfare  of  the 
people  are  intended  to  be  promoted,  at  their  normal  plane  of 
efficiency  : nor  has  it  been  possible  to  spare  much  time  for  the  annual 
surveys  and  full  reports  on  these  matters. 

How,  however,  a careful  scrutiny  of  the  present  condition  of 
things  is  necessary  to  throw  light  on  any  local  consequences  of  war 
conditions  that  may  need  attention,  and  to  form  a careful  and 
comprehensive  scheme  of  health  developments. 
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A marked  feature  is  tlie  fall  of  the  Birth  Rate  from  18.937  to 
16.9  : the  Death  Rate  has  also  fallen  from  17.101  to  13.219. 

There  were  64  cases  of  Infectious  disease  notified,  which  is  about 
an  average  number,  (excepting  the  years  of  Measles  epidemics), 
and  amongst  these  were  4 cases  of  Pneumonia  and  3 of  Malaria 
which  had  not  been  previously  notifiable.  Measles  ceased  to  be  notifi- 
able as  from  Dec.  31st,  1919. 

Ho  epidemic,  with  the  exception  of  Influenza,  was  present. 

Many  non -notifiable  cases,  e.g.,  whooping  cough,  mumps,  ring- 
worm, and  scabies  were  from  time  to  time  reported  by  the  Head 
Teachers  in  the  various  schools. 

Population. 

The  Census  number  in  1911  was  12112  ; estimated  1919,  11424. 

There  were  48  more  Births  than  Deaths;  (or,  as  6 of  the  Deaths 
were  of  residents  outside  the  District,  54)  viz  : — 193  Births  and  145 
Deaths  (nett). 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 

of  the  District. 

Roughly  speaking,  the  District  divides  itself  into  two  parts, 
viz  : A Horth-  W estern  District  comprising  the  sub-districts  of  Bainton 
and  Langtoft ; and  a South  Eastern  District  corresponding  as  near  as 
maybe  with  those  of  Driffield  Rural  and  Poston.  These  two  parts  are 
divided  by  a range  of  hills  running  from  H.  E.  to  S.W.  at  an  average 
elevation  of  between  500  and  600  feet  above  sea  level.  To  the  H.W. 
of  this  range  lie  the  dale  towns,  and,  sloping  down  from  it  to  the  S.E. 
is  the  larger  part  of  the  district,  some  15  miles  by  12. 

The  highest  point  in  the  District  rises  to  700  feet  near  Towthorpe, 
and  the  lowest  in  Watton  Carr,  is  not  more  that  10  feet  above  sea 
level. 

The  hill  ranges  are  composed  of  chalk,  which  comes  almost  up  to 
the  surface  in  many  parts;  this  stratum  is  said  to  be  1200  to  1500  feet  in 
thickness,  and  from  it  proceed  numerous  and  excellent  springs  of  pure 
though  hard  water,  owing  to  underlying  impervious  beds  of  clay.  On 
the  higher  levels  most  of  the  water  is  obtained  from  rain  water  storage 
cisterns,  as  the  thickness  of  the  chalk  renders  boring  difficult  or 
impossible. 

Rainfall. 

The  average  rainfall  is  about  28  inches;  in  1919  it  was  28.23. 

There  has  been  no  note  taken  at  Driffield  during  1919.  The 
following  particulars  are  from  Lowthorpe  the  only  place  in  the 
District  from  which  returns  are  available. 
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In 

No.  of  days  on 

inches. 

which  rain  fell 

January 

...  3.19 

20 

February  . . . 

...  1.57 

13 

March 

...  3.46 

19 

April 

...  1.87 

13 

May 

...  0.79 

6 

June 

...  0.86 

14 

July 

...  1.49 

14 

August 

...  2.23 

14 

September 

...  1.73 

14 

October 

...  4.82 

16 

November 

...  2.83 

24 

December 

...  3.39 

25 

28.23 

192 

The  greatest  fall  on  anyone  day  was  on  Sept.  29th:  it  amounted 
to  1.01  inches.  The  last  two-and-a-half  months  of  1919  have  been 
very  wet,  as,  since  Oct.  23rd,  there  have  been  only  3 days  without 
rain.  Since  1909  the  average  rainfall  has  been  27.63  inches,  so  that 
1919  was  slightly  above  the  average.  May  and  June  were  very  dry 
months,  the  rainfall  being  much  below  the  average.  During  the  last  10 
years  the  average  rainfall  for  May  has  been  2 inches  and  for  June  1.89. 

In  the  flat  lands  to  the  S.  and  E.  of  Driffield,  alluvial  surface 
deposits  and  clay  cover  the  chalk  to  the  depth  of  80  feet  and  more ; 
and  wells  sunk  below  this  yield  plenty  of  good  water.  But  it  is  quite 
another  matter  where  the  wells  are  shallow  ; there  the  water  is  often 
contaminated,  and  the  wells  tend  to  run  dry  after  a prolonged  drought. 
Where  wells  are  used,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  should  be 
sunk  deeply,  as  is  the  case  in  the  public  village  wells  ; and  above  all, 
protected  from  surface  contamination, by  being  raised  above  the  ground. 

In  addition  to  this  the  sewers  in  the  neighbourhood  must  be 
watertight,  or  percolation  and  infection  are  likely  to  ensue. 

Five  specimens  of  water  were  sent  for  analysis  ; all  from  the 
Weaverthorpe  valley;  4 of  these  were  from  wells, and  were  found  pure; 
the  other,  from  the  beck  at  East  Button,  was  contaminated  with 
sewage. 

In  1911  I emphasised  the  serious  necessity  for  a proper  water 
supply  (on  the  lines  of  the  Natferton  Waterworks)  for  the  DaleVillages, 
for  there  is  danger  in  hot  weather  of  the  water  from  the  beck  being 
used  for  drinking  purposes,  and  this  water  is  partly  polluted  by  cattle, 
ducks,  and  children.  At  the  present  time  I am  glad  to  report  that  a 
scheme,  as  advised  above,  has  been  lately  under  discussion  with  the 
Norton  Council  ; the  water  to  be  obtained  from  some  springs  at 
Wharram  Percy  in  their  district,  situate  nearly  700  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  400  feet  above  the  highest  houses  in  the  Dales  district. 
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Social  Conditions  and  Occupations. 


As  the  district  is  a purely  agricultural  one,  it  is  peopled  for  the 
most  part  by  farmers  and  their  employees  ; there  are  a few  resident 
landowners  and  a good  many  small-holders,  on  their  own,  or  County 
Council  holdings. 

The  general  condition  of  the  population  is  good,  owing  doubtless 
to  a healthy  occupation,  a good  inherited  constitution,  good  air,  good 
water,  plenty  of  substantial  food,  and  absence  of  overcrowding. 

Their  time  is  spent  principally  in  three  ways,  feeding,  working, 
and  sleeping;  and  most  farm  lads  have  their  cycle.  They  have  very 
little  brain  worry  to  wear  them  out;  and,  as  in  other  counties, where 
the  occupation  is  similar,  the  physical  qualities  are  more  developed 
than  the  intellectual,  and  the  duration  of  life  is  longer  than  in  the 
manufacturing  districts. 

As  a rule  they  are  extremely  sober,  but  large  eaters;  due  no  doubt 
to  a somewhat  inclement  climate,  and  hard  manual  labour.  They  are 
fertile,  and  the  large  amount  of  illegitimacy,  that  obtains  in  the 
district  is  probably  due  to  strong  physical  development,  and  to  the 
necessarily  lax  supervision  exercised  over  the  farm  hands  in  the 
evenings,  when  work  is  over,  as  well  as  to  daily  association  with 
animals.  However,  there  is  now  a tendency  to  provide  some  innocent 
amusement  in  the  winter  evenings,  and  this  may  tend  to  lessen  the 
illegitimate  birth  rate;  indeed  it  shows  a tendency  to  decrease  at  the 
present  time. 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 


The  number  of  persons  from  the  Rural  District  who  received 
Poor  Law  Relief  during  the  year  1919,  w7ere  as  follows  : — 


Out  of  Door 

147 

(includes  22  also  relieved  in 
Workhouse,  &c.) 

Workhouse  & Children’s 

103 

(includes  22  also  relieved  out  of 

Homes 

door  and  1 in  Asylum). 

Asylums 

26 

(includes  1 also  relieved  in 
Workhouse). 

Blind  Institution 

1 

277 

Less  persons  counted  twice 

23 

Nett  Total 

254 

This  amount  is  equal  to  about  2.2  p.c.  on  an  estimated  population 
of  11124  for  1919.  In  1914  this  was  2.716  p.c. 
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Orders  for  medical,  and  ordinary  relief, are  granted  by  the  Medical 
Officers  and  Relieving  Officer  in  necessitous  cases. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  Scarlatina,  and  Diphtheria,  are  removed 
as  a rule  to  the  Driffield  Isolation  Hospital,  in  the  Urban  District. 

Serious  surgical  cases  among  the  poor  are  generally  sent  to  Hull 
Infirmary,  or  York  County  Hospital.  The  Driffield  Cottage  Hospital 
also  takes  a large  proportion  of  accidents  and  some  medical  cases. 

Vital  Statistics. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  Birth  Rate  the  Registrar 
General  has  estimated  the  population  of  1919  as  11424. 

There  were  193  Births;  the  Birth  Rate  thus  being  16.9;  the 
lowest  hitherto  recorded  ; in  1918  it  was  18.937. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1919  was  18'5. 

There  were  12  illegitimate  children  born,  9 boys  and  3 girls 
equal  to  6.21  p.c.  of  the  total  births;  in  1911  the  proportion  of 
illegitimate  was  9 p.c.,  in  1918  it  was  7.328,  thus  showing  a gradual 
decrease. 


Deaths  were  caused  by  the 

following 

diseases 

in  1919 

Rate  in 

1913 

1919 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

.082 

.091 

Pulm.  Tuberculosis  . . . 

6 

.493 

.547 

Other  Tuber.  Diseases 

2 

.164 

.182 

Cancer 

15  ... 

1.07 

1.368 

Heart  Disease 

17 

1.07 

1.55 

Bronchitis 

12 

.906 

1.094 

Pneumonia 

7 

.576 

.638 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 yrs) 

1 

.329 

.091 

Congenital  Debility  & 

Premature  Birth 

3 

.906 

.273 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  for  purposes  of 
the  Death  Rate  as  10967;  and  as  there  were  145  deaths  in  1919,  this 
gives  a rate  of  13.219. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1919  was  13.8. 

Eleven  infants  died  ; of  these  5 were  illegitimate.  The  average 
age,  including  infants,  was  59.305,  or  without  them  66.232.  The 
infant  mortality  was  equal  to  75.862  per  1000  deaths,  or  57  per 
1000  births. 

78  Males  and  67  Females  died ; all  of  these  belonged  to  the 
District;  and  there  were  in  addition  6 deaths  of  non-residents,  which 
are  not  included. 

Of  the  145  deaths  (exclusive  of  non-residents)  10  occurred  in 
Jan.;  17  in  Feb.;  20  in  March;  12  in  April;  14  in  May;  10  in  June;  10 
in  July;  10  in  August;  12  in  Sept.';  8 in  Oct.;  10  in  Hov.;  12  in  Dec.; 
so  that  October  was  the  healthiest,  and  February  and  March  the  most 
fatal  months. 
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There  were  10  Coroner’s  Inquests;  6 of  the  deaths  in  these  were 
due  to  accident ; (2  of  these  were  non-residents,  and  1 was  an  air- 
smash),  and  in  4 a verdict  of  natural  causes  was  returned. 

And  here  let  me  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  exist 
no  facilities  for  post-mortem  examinations.  This  is  a distinct  want, 
and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  recently  appointed  Coroner  will  endea- 
vour to  get  it  remedied;  as  in  many  cases  it  is  mere  haphazard 
conjecture  to  assign  a verdict  of  natural  causes,  unless  a proper  internal 
examination  has  been  made.  On  a suitable  central  site,  preferably  in 
Driffield,  so  as  to  serve  both  the  Rural  and  Urban  areas,  a building 
should  be  provided  where  a post-mortem  examination,  when  necessary, 
could  be  carried  out  with  the  proper  appliances.  Perhaps  some 
mutual  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the  Urban  Council  (as  in  the 
case  of  provision  against  fires)  ; they  also  have  no  means  of  dealing 

with  such  cases. 

Water  Supply. 


This  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into 

(i)  The  Hill  supply  ; 

(ii)  The  supply  for  the  lower  lying  districts,  i.e.,  less  than 

150  feet  above  sea  level. 


(i)  The  former  districts  are  dependent  upon  underground 
rainwater  cisterns,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  reaching  water  by 
boring  through  perhaps  a thousand  feet  of  chalk  ; and  these  cisterns 
are  liable  to  contamination  by  fold-yards,  and  the  surface  generally 
of  the  ground,  where  they  are  not  sufficiently  raised  above  the  soil 
and  protected’;  also  they  are  sometimes  fouled  from  the  roofs  of 
buildings,  where  pigeons  are  kept  ; and  in  addition  they  are  often  left 
uncleansed  for  years,  so  that  filth  accumulates  in  them. 


(ii)  The  low  lying  districts  get  their  water  from  springs 
which  force  their  w^ay  through  chalk  gravel,  and  from  artesian  wells 

and  bores.  „ _ 1 ..  . , „ 

In  the  flat  lands  south  and  east  of  Driffield  alluvial  surface 

deposits  and  clay  cover  the  chalk  to  the  depth  of  bO  feet  and  moie  , 
and  wells  sunk  right  through  this  deposit  yield  plenty  of  good  water. 
Where  the  wells  are  shallow  the  water  is  often  of  a suspicious 
character,  and  the  wells  tend  to  run  dry  in  long  continued  drought. 

There  is  only  one  Waterworks  supply  in  the  district,  viz.,  at 
Naffer  ton,  where  a Well  is  sunk  in  the  chalk  of  the  Naffierton  Wolds 
to  the  N.W.  of  the  village,  as  the  flow  of  the  underground  water  is 
from  N.W.  to  S.E.,  and  it  was  therefore  considered  absolutely  necessary 
that  such  undergroundwater  should  be  tapped  before  passing  under  the 
village,  in  order  to  obtain  a supply  beyond  reproach.  These  works 
were  opened  in  May,  1912,  and  were  undertaken  by  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  owing  to  a severe  outbreak  of  Lnteiic  Fevei. 
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The  well  that  supplies  the  water  is  sunk  to  a depth  of  216  feet 
in  the  chalk;  with  a bore  from  the  bottom  of  this  well  for  an  additional 
50  feet;  20  gallons  per  head,  for  an  estimated  population  of  1200 
persons,  are  provided.  The  water  is  raised  by  machinery  in  duplicate, 
viz.,  a wind  engine  and  an  oil  engine,  each  with  a similar  set  of  three 
throw  pumps,  which  can  be  driven  separately  or  simultaneously.  The 
supply  is  continuous  and  of  first-rate  quality,  and  far  in  excess  of 
what' will  ever  be  required.  The  reservoir  commands  a large  area  of 
supply  beyond  the  village  of  Nafferton,  to  which  water  might  be 
extended  in  the  future  if  required.  At  present  nearly  three-quarters 
of  the  houses  in  Nafferton  are  supplied. 

As  a testimony  to  the  value  of  a pure  water  supply  it  may  be 
noted  here,  that,  whereas,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Water- 
works, there  had  always  been  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  cropping  up  in 
the  village,  since  May,  1912,  there  has  only  been  one,  and  that  one  in 
a house  which  drew  its  supply  from  a contaminated  well,  and  did  not 
take  the  reservoir  water. 

In  1914,  owing  to  a very  small  outbreak  (8  cases)  at  Middleton,  an 
enquiry  was  made  into  the  water  supply,  and  it  was  found  that  all  4 • 
wells,  the  village  supply,  were  badly  contaminated.  The  water  in 
these  has  been  analysed  from  time  to  time,  but  has  not  been  found 
free  from  pollution;  and  owing  to  the  War  it  has  been  impossible  to  clean 
out  and  sink  bores  in  the  wells,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  may  be 
taken  in  hand  as  soon  as  possible,  as  an  outbreak  might  occur  at  any 
time  under  the  present  insanitary  conditions. 

The  various  streams  which  find  their  way  ultimately  into  the 
Driffield  Beck  and  Canal  are  polluted  by  fold-yards, and  effluents  from 
Kilham,  Nafferton,  and  Eastburn  Aerodrome  sewage  beds.  The 
effluents  from  these  various  filtration  areas  are  clear,  and,  though 
rendering  the  water  unfit  for  human  consumption,  do  not  seem  to  be 
noxious  to  fish  life  in  the  streams  into  which  they  run.  The  Aero- 
drome filter  beds  are  specially  good,  and  there  is  never  any  odour 
from  them. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Apart  from  the  sewer  filtration  areas  above-mentioned,  most  of 
the  villages  possess  a main  drain,  which  takes  the  rain  and  slop  water, 
but  not  human  sewage.  These  drains  discharge  ultimately  into  the 
Driffield  Beck  and  Canal,  with  the  exception  of  the  Dale  Villages, 
which  drain  for  the  most  part  into  the  Gipsey  which  runs  to 
Bridlington. 

Closet  Accommodation . 

There  are,  comparatively  speaking,  few  W.C.’s  in  the  district. 
Most  of  the  excreta  are  received  in  tubs  or  pails  and  eventually  are 
dug  into  the  gardens,  or  taken  away  at  long  intervals  by  the  farmer 
and  spread  on  the  land.  The  appended  list  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  numbers  of  each. 
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Parish.  W.  Closets. 

Pail  Closets. 

Privies. 

Bainton 

2 

38 

4 

Beeford 

2 

65 

31 

Bracken 

2 

Brigham 

5 

Butterwick 

7 

Cottam 

3 

8 

Cowlam 

7 

Dalton,  North 

2 

11. 

51 

Eastburn 

2 

4 

2 

Elmswell  with  Little 

Driilield&Kelleythorpe  3 

17 

25 

Eiinber 

5 

14 

Boston 

3 

32 

8 

Foxholes 

34 

Frod Ingham,  Noith 

1 

47 

31 

Carton 

3 

51 

3 

Cemblirg 

5 

5 

Harpham 

13 

. 13 

Helperthorpe 

15 

Hutton  Cranswick 

2 

96 

92 

Kelk,  Great 

1 

19 

2 

Kt  lk,  Little 

1 

6 

Kilham 

2 

120 

50 

Kirkburn  & Battleburn  1 

10 

4 

Langtoft 

1 

60 

23 

Lowthorpe 

10 

4 

Luttons  Am  bo 

1 ' 

48 

14 

Middleton 

6 

50 

40 

Nafferton 

28 

196 

6 

Neswick 

4 

6 

Kotsea 

2 

2 

Huston  Parva 

10 

5 

hkerne 

15 

8 

Sledmere 

12 

58 

Southburn 

8 

5 

3 

fiunderlandwick 

7 

8 

1 

Tibthorpe 

2 

19 

12 

Towthorpe 

4 

6 

Wans  ford 

1 

40 

Watton 

1 

10 

14 

Weaverthorpa 

70 

10 

Wetwang 

2 

105 

10 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  above  list  is  approximate  only,  but  it 
gives  a fair  idea  of  the  proportionate  numbers. 
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Scavenging. 

Public  Scavenging  is  in  force  at  Nafferton,  and  appears  to  be 
carried  out  efficiently.  The  refuse  and  excreta  are  disposed  of  by  the 
Contractor. 

In  all  the  other  parishes  the  householders  do  their  own  scavenging; 
the  excreta  are  mixed  with  ashes  and  dug  into  the  garden.  Sometimes, 
at  too  long  intervals,  a farmer  calls,  and  takes  away  the  accumulation 
of  months  for  the  land. 

It  would  be  a good  thing  if  public  scavenging  were  undertaken 
in  all  villages  with  a population  of  over  300. 

Some  moveable  aslibins  with  proper  coverings  have  been  installed 
during  recent  years,  but  I have  no  record  of  the  number. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District 

Tabular  Statement. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the  Act — 70  ordinary 


nuisances,  drains,  &c. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  4 

Representations  made  to  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 

making  of  ( losing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  6 

D welling  houses  which,  after  making  the  Closing  Orders, 

were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  None 

Houses  voluntanly  closed  by  owners  ...  ...  None 


There  were  70  premises  visited  during  1919for  ordinary  nuisances, 
drains,  etc.,  and  these  were  put  in  order  ; 20  informal  notices  were 

served,  and  in  each  case  the  necessary  reforms  were  carried  out 
satisfactorily. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATION:— 26  Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 
and  106  Workshops  are  on  the  Register;  and  are  inspected  quarterly  ; 
these  have  been  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  no  underground  sleeping 
rooms,  nor  offensive  trades. 

SCHOOLS : — The  sanitary  conditions  are  good.  The  water 
supply  to  these  is  by  pumps  from  springs,  except  in  the  cases  of 
Wetwang  and  Fimber,  where  rain  water  cisterns  are  used,  and  at 
Nafferton  where  there  is  a Waterworks  supply. 
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Food 

The  Milk  Supply  is  fairly  satisfactory  all  round  : the  district 
produces  sufficient  for  its  own  needs,  and  all  dairies,  that  retail  milk, 
are  inspected  quarterly. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918.  The  East  Riding 
Health  Visitor  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  this  Order,  and  to  see 
that  necessitous  oases  are  provided  with  the  statutory  allowance  of 
milk,  either  free  or  at  reduced  prices. 

Other  foods  : There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses  ; the  ordinary 
private  ones  are  fairly  satisfactory  ; there  are  no  existing  arrange- 
ments for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter  ; and  there 
has  been  no  report  of  carcasses  with  Tuberculosis. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Prevalence  of  and 

Control  over 

There  were  64  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1919. 
This  is  about  the  average  number;  and  of  these  7 were  due  to  diseases 
not  previously  notifiable,  viz.,  Pneumonia,  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  and 
Malaria.  There  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  Epidemic  worth 
mentioning;  but  of  the  18  cases  of  Scarlatina,  15  were  at  Nafferton. 
The  16  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  fairly  equally  divided  between  the 
three  sub-districts  of  Driffield,  Langtoft,  and  Bainton. 

Of  the  Diphtheria  and  Scarlatina  cases  19  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  promptly  supplied  to  medical 
practitioners  on  application. 

Bacteriological  examination  was  employed  in  75  suspected  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  and  of  these  18  were  returned  as  positive,  and  57 
negative. 

18  specimens  of  suspected  sputum  were  sent,  and  of  these  12 
proved  non-tuberculous,  and  6 to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

1 case  of  suspected  Enteric  blood  proved  negative. 

8 cases  of  suspected  water  were  sent,  and  only  1 was  polluted 
with  sewage,  and  1 was  doubtful. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  as  a rule  are  taken  to  the 
Driffield  Isolation  Hospital,  and  their  removal  to  and  discharge  from 
the  Hospital  is  communicated  to  the  Local  Authority. 

As  soon  as  a case  has  been  removed,  or  when  cured,  if  treated  at 
home,  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  the  event  of  death  the  disinfection  is  performed  as  soon  as 
the  body  has  been  removed  for  burial. 
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Non-notifiable  acute  infectious  diseases  are  reported  to  the 
M.O.H.  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools.  Mumps  and 
Whooping  Cough  are  the  principal  of  these  diseases,  and  in  future 
Measles  will  have  to  be  included,  as  they  became  non-notifiable  after 
Dec.  31st,  1919. 

In  cases  of  Ringworm,  Scabies,  and  Pediculosis,  which  are  often 
reported,  a warning  is  given  to  the  parents;  but  if  some  place  for 
isolating  such  infected  families, and  treating  them, could  be  provided, 
it  would  be  of  great  utility, and  minimize  the  waste  of  school  time  that 
now  occurs  through  infected  children  not  being  allowed  to  attend. 

With  regard  to  Venereal  Diseases  the  East  Riding  County  Coun- 
cil provide  apparatus  for  taking  blood  and  smear  tests;  which  are  then 
forwarded  to  the  Pathological  Department  of  Leeds  Infirmary,  and 
reported  upon  in  due  course.  They  also  provide,  to  those  medical 
men  who  are  qualified  to  receive  them,  the  drugs  suitable  in  such 
cases.  Cases  may  be  treated  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Hull,  or  at 
the  York  County  Hospital,  free  of  charge;  and  this  appears  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  case  fairly  well,  though  doubtless  there  are 
many  cases  that  will  not  adopt  treatment,  but  conceal  their  symptoms, 
and  thereby  become  a danger  to  others;  and  others  who  refuse  treat- 
ment. Some  compulsory  measures  seem  to  be  needed  in  the  case  of 
persons  known  to  be  the  subjects  of  V.D. 

There  are  no  clinics  in  the  area,  and  not  a great  many  cases  of 
these  diseases;  and  there  is  only  one  practitioner  in  the  district,  who 
is  specially  qualified  to  receive  free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitute. 
To  my  knowledge  somewhat  under  a dozen  specimens  have  been  sent 
for  examination,  referring  to  four  cases. 

SMALL  POX. — Vo  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
have  been  performed  by  the  M.O.H.  under  the  Public  Health  (Small 
Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  and  no  case  of  Small  Pox  has 
been  notified  in  1919,  nor  has  there  been  a case  of  Anthrax, or  Rabies, 
Trench  Fever,  or  Dysentery. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  East  Riding  Council’s  Health  Visitor  visits  such  cases  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age 
as  are  notified  to  her,  and  is  authorised  to  order  milk  and  such  other 
food  as  she  considers  necessary  in  each  case. 

All  still  births  have  to  be  certified  : and  arangements  are  in 
force  by  which  certain  children  temporarily  or  permamently  deprived 
of  a home  with  their  own  parents  (a  mother  if  illegitimate)  are 
boarded  out  with  respectable  people ; and  a Lady  Inspector  looks 
after  these  in  each  Sub-district. 
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There  was  only  1 case  of  puerperal  fever  in  the  District,  and  that 
ended  fatally : — 1 case  only  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified, 
but  no  details  of  the  nature  of  injury  to  the  eyes  were  given. 

There  were  7 cases  of  Measles  and  5 of  German  Measles,  and  8 of 
these  were  under  15  years  of  age:  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  I consider 
that  the  compulsory  notification  of  this  disease  which  held  good  up  to 
Dec.  31  1919  has  been  of  great  benefit  in  making  people  more  careful 
about  keeping  their  children  warm  after  an  attack,  and  so  preventing 
the  tendency  to  chest  complications,  which  are  almost  invariably 
the  cause  of  death  after  measles. 

A good  many  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  have  been  reported 
by  the  School  Teachers: — but  as  these  are  not  notifiable  diseases, 
no  special  steps  have  been  taken  : there  was  only  1 death  from  this 
disease. 

There  was  no  epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  no  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff— Summary  of  work  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Disinfection — 29  Disinfections  were  carried  out  after  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Tuberculosis. 

Overcrowding — -1  case  was  reported  at  Cranswick  on  Feb.  27 
1919,  but  alternative  accommodation  was  impossible  to  procure,  owing 
to  shortage  of  houses. 

Demolition — A house  (at  Watton)  which  had  been  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  h abitation  has  been  demolished  (voluntarily). 

A scarcity  of  Water  at  Wetwang  was  reported  on  Aug.  28,  1919. 
This  village  has  2 public  wells,  but  they  are  inconveniently  far  from 
the  houses,  and  consequently  the  people  depend  principally  upon  rain 
water  storage  cisterns,  which  occasionally  go  dry. 

Other  work  (routine)  : — 

The  flushing  of  the  sewer  at  Nafferton  is  carried  out  monthly  ; 
also  the  supervision  of  the  outfall  works  at  Naffer  ton,  Kilham,  and 
Middleton. 

Note — The  Middleton  system  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  should 
be  entirely  altered;  the  sewage  after  passing  through  filter  beds  dis- 
charges into  a sumphole  in  the  chalk  ; this  hole  chokes  up,  and  fails 
to  carry  off  the  effluent  after  a time,  then  the  hole  is  enlarged,  and 
sooner  or  later  the  same  thing  recurs. 

The  various  Water  supplies  are  supervised  from  time  to  time, 
repairs  to  Pumps,  and  cleaning  of  ponds  are  carried  out. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Urban  District  of  Driffield 
under  tbe  control  of  the  East  Riding  County  Council.  This  Hospital 
serves  the  needs  of  the  greater  part  of  the  East  Riding  for  such 
diseases  as  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric.  There  is  also  a 
Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Sliipton, which  is  being  enlarged;  this  is  under 
the  control  also  of  the  East  Riding  County  Council. 

Arrangements  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  work  : — 
Examinations  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever, Tuberculosis. and  Water, 
are  carried  out  at  the  Institute  for  Clinical  Research  in  London.  All 
specimens  from  suspected  cases  of  Venereal  disease,  together  with 
tests  for  the  Washerman  reaction,  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Depart- 
ment of  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds. 

Tuberculosis: — for  Rational  Insurance  patients  16  beds  are 
reserved  at  the  Withernsea  Sanatorium;  for  uninsured  persons  beds 
are  taken  when  available  at  Sanatoria  in  the  County  or  adjacent 
thereto. 

Housing. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions  is  the  Mstriet. 

(i)  There  are  about  2743  houses,  with  an  average  of  4.4156  persons 
to  each  house  (this  applies  to  the  working-class  houses)  ; no  new 
houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  but  one  cottage  at  South- 
burn  has  been  reconstructed  and  converted  into  two.  The  above 
figures  are  based  upon  the  Census  of  1911  ; as  the  population 
(estimated  by  Registrar  General)  is  somewhat  less  than  at  that  period, 
the  proportions  of  persons  per  house  is  also  reduced. 

(ii)  Population. 

There  were  no  important  changes  during  the  year:  and  none  are 
anticipated:  according  to  the  census  of  1911  the  population  was 
12112  : the  present  estimate  is  11424  for  the  Birth  Rate,  and  10967 
for  the  Death  Rate. 

(iii)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  ©f  tiouses, 

It  was  calculated  by  your  Council  that — 

(a)  Somewhat  under  50  new  houses  would  meet  the  demand;  but 
the  Deputy  Housing  Commissioner  states  that  at  least  165  new 
ones  are  needed  and  that  this  number  will  probably  need  revi- 
sion as  some  of  the  villages  were  not  included  in  his  inspection. 

(b)  Sites  have  been  selected  at  North  Dalton,  Kilham,  Langtoft, 
Nafferton,  and  Watton,  and  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
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of  Health  : a site  at  Beeford  has  been  submitted  for  approval. 
Negociations  in  respect  of  sites  at  Hutton  Cranswick,  and 
Wetwang  are  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Valuer.  Steps 
are  being  taken  for  the  provision  of  a site  at  Middleton.  The 
proposal  to  build  two  houses  at  Skerne  has  been  abandoned,  and 
another  site  has  to  be  secured. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Collett  has  been  appointed  as  Architect  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  Housing  scheme. 

2 Overcrowding. 

Only  one  case  has  actually  been  reported, but  there  are  m any  families 
who  could  well  do  with  more  room.  A house  which  is  big  enough 
fon  a newly  married  couple, becomes  too  small  when  the  family  increases; 
but  owing  to  the  lack  of  houses,  and  the  shortage  and  cost  of  labour, 
and  dearness  of  material,  no  measures  have  so  far  been  taken  to  deal 
with  it. 

The  case  of  overcrowding  above  referred  to  was  at  Cranswick, 
but  there  was  no  illness  in  the  house,  and  the  children  appear  to  be 
well,  though  the  premises  were  reported  verminous,  and  were  disinfected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  this  house  lived  the  Father  and  Mother 
and  9 children,  aged  from  16  years  to  3 weeks,  and  a son  aged  16 
comes  home  to  sleep  occasionally.  There  are  only  2 small  bedrooms, 
one  living  room  and  a scullery ; a very  bad  case. 

3 Fitness  of  Houses. 

(i)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  District  is  below 
what  it  should  be  for  health  and  comfort. 

(b)  The  outstanding  defect  is  dampness,  due  to  the  fact  that 
hardly  any  cottage,  except  a few  built  within  recent  years, has  a damp 
proof  course,  thus  conducing  to  rheumatism  and  a lowering  of  vitality. 

Other  defects  are  leaking  roofs,  leaking  or  absence  of  proper 
spouting,  defective  drains,  and  insufficient  or  defective  closet  accommo- 
dation, and  faulty  paving. 

(ii)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses: — in  all  cases  the  owners 
are  communicated  with  by  informal  notice,  and  asked  to  put  their 
houses  in  order. 

As  a rule  they  respond  to  these  requests,  some  more  readily  than 
others,  and  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs. 

(iii)  The  principal  difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness  have  been 
the  shortage  and  increased  cost  of  labour  and  material,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  more  material  will  be  available.  The 
greatest  single  improvement,  if  it  could  be  carried  out,  would  be  to 
put  a damp-proof  course  in  each  cottage. 
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(iv)  Generally  speaking,  the  water  supply  is  adequate  for  the 
houses  ; although  it  often  happens  that  several  families  have  to  use 
one  pump  ; and  in  the  matter  of  closet  accommodation  there  are 
cases  in  which  more  than  two  families  share  a single  privy.  Each 
house  should,  of  course,  have  its  own  closet.  There  should  be  a 
system  of  scavenging  (public)  in  all  villages  of  over  300  population. 
Now  it  is  quite  an  ordinary  thing  to  see  the  excreta  collected  in  a 
heap  outside  the  privy ; and  often,  being  incompletely  covered  with 
ashes,  they  form  a splendid  resort  and  breeding  place  for  flies  ; more- 
over they  are  sometimes  allowed  to  accumulate  for  six  months,  where 
there  is  insufficent  garden  space  to  dig  them  in,  until  the  farmer 
thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  send  for  them. 

4.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

5 There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  district,  and  no  bye- 
laws relating  specially  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c. 

APPENDICES— refer  also  to  page  9. 

7 (i)  Four  houses  were  complained  of  as  being  unfit  for  human 

habitation. 

(ii)  (a)  70  houses  were  inspected. 

(b)  4 were  considered  to  be  unfit. 

(c)  6 were  remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders. 

(iii)  (a)  20  informal  notices  were  served. 

(b)  No  repairs  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(c)  No  dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice  by  owner. 

(iv)  (a)  One  representation  made  with  a view  to  making  a 

Closing  Order. 

(b)  One  Closing  Order  made. 

(c)  No  Closing  Order  determined  on  houses  being  made  fit 

for  human  habitation. 

(v)  (a)  One  demolition  order  made. 

(b)  One  do.  carried  out. 

(vi)  One  dwelling  house  demolished  voluntarily. 

(vii)  Obstructive  buildings,  no  representations  made. 

(viii)  Clerk,  M.O.H.,  Surveyor,  Architect,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
comprise  the  staff  engaged  in  housing  work. 

Note. — The  above  headings  under  Housing  and  Appendices,  and 
the  general  arrangement  of  this  Report,  are  in  accordance  with 
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the  instructions  contained  in  the  memorandum  issued  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  January,  1920. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  Mr.  Humphrey,  the  retiring 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  valuable  assistance  and  invariable 
courtesy  he  has  shewn  in  connection  with  the  furnishing  of  various 
particulars  embodied  in  my  Report. 

A new  Inspector  has  been  appointed  this  year,  viz.  : Mr.  F.  H. 
Margerrison,  and  his  appointment,  which  is  a permanent  one,  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  SANCTUARY,  M.D. 


Driffield, 

April,  10th,  1920. 
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